
POTENTIAL RABIES EXPOSURE 

Decision Making Tree 

Contact between patient 

blood and animal saliva? 

(Bite or scratch  

that breaks the skin) 

Rabies is not suspected  

and post exposure 

prophylaxis is unnecessary. 

Not necessary to notify THU. 

Notify THU by fax  

705-647-5779 or call 

THU On-Call 

705-647-3033 outside of 

office hours. 

YES NO 

Animal is a wild animal 

or otherwise unavailable 

for observation. 

Animal is a  

domestic animal 

(dog cat, ferret). 

Physician should 

consider PEP and 

consult with THU. 

Bite location  

NOT on the  

head or neck. 

Bite location  

IS on the  

head or neck. 

Animal is 

unknown or 

otherwise 

unavailable.  

Consult with THU 

and consider 

starting PEP. 

Animal is being 

examined by vet 

or has been sent 

for testing.  PEP 

can be withheld 

pending results of 

confinement or 

testing. 

Animal is known 

and available for 

confinement.  

PEP can be 

withheld pending 

animal status 

after 10 day 

confinement. 

If the animal does NOT meet the 
following  criteria, physician should 

consider starting PEP immediately 

The animal is: 
• a domestic pet and,
• fully vaccinated and,
• the bite is provoked and,
• the animal is available for confinement

If the animal meets the above 
criteria, consider delaying PEP and 

consult with THU. 
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